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I. 

"WHAT THE CHURCH-BELLS WERE SAYING." 

Jane M was a poor, hard-working 

woman in the East of London. She had 
little of this world, and she thought little 
of the world to come. Poverty is always 
hard to bear. It is a sore trial even to 
those who feel that this world is not their 
portion and their home, but that their 
portion and home are in heaven ; but how 
sad a thing it is to be poor, and to have 
no hope for Eternity ! The children of 
God are sometimes poor, but they are al- 
ways rich in this thought — ^that God is 
their Father and heaven is their inherit- 
ance. Jane M was very poor. She 

lived alone ; and, in order to get a liveli- 
hood, she used to work haxcL ^ \!cl^ ^^^^^ 
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and on Sunday morning slie would carry 
the few articles slie had made during the 
week to a place, well-known in the East 
of London, called "Rag-fair," and sell 
them for what they would fetch. She 
was, of course, profaning the Sabbath, 
but she scarcely thought of that, or if she 
thought of it, she could hardly believe 
that she was doing wrong. 

One afternoon, when Jane in her poor 
little room was plying her needle, she 
had a visitor. It was the Scripture-reader, 
who laboured in the district, and whose 
visits were always welcome, for all knew 
him to be their friend. 

"What are you making there, Mrs. M.?" 
he asked. 

" I am trjdng," she said, " to get these 
few things finished by Sunday that I might 
take them to the Fair." 

Her visitor ventured to remonstrate with 

her. He spoke sympathisingly, and she 

was not offended; but he told her very 
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plainly that by this Sunday-dealing she 
was breaking the commandment, and 
profaning the Sabbath, — and they who 
did so, he told her, could not expect God's 
blessing. 

" But what am I to do ?" reasoned the 
poor woman. "I have no other way of 
getting an honest living. If I gave up 
this I must go into the workhouse or 
starve." 

" You must trust in God," replied her 
visitor. ^^^Bemember that thou keep holy 
the Sabbath-day ' is the commandment of 
God, and we must obey God, whatever 
the consequences be. But be sure of this, 
Jane," he continued, " if you are willing 
to take God's Word for your guide, even 
though you should have to make some 
sacrifices at present, God will take care 
of you, and provide for you. The poet 
Cowper says— 

* He who feeds the ravens 
Will give Hia d[iTMLTexi>at«ft.V. 
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And a hymn which we sometimes sing in 
Church says — 

* Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 

Have nothiog else to fear ; 
Make you His service your delight. 
He'll make your wants His care.' " 

Jane M— was not convinced. She 
shook her head and said, " It is very easy 
to talk." And presently the Scripture- 
reader wished her "Good-day," and de- 
parted, saying that he would call again 
some other time. 

But though Jane was not convinced, 
the words of her kind visitor had fallen 
into her mind like good seed. And while 
stitching away in her little lonely room, 
she thought much of what he had said to 
her. 

Sunday morning came round. She took 

her basket in her hand, and set out for 

Rag-fair. When she got into the main 

road, the bells of the Church began ring- 

7J7^ for Divine worship. At first, Jane 
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hardly heeded them. But presently it 
seemed to her as if their somid had a 
meaning, and the meaning grew more dis- 
tinct in Jane's mind as she hurried on, 
and it seemed to her that they were say- 
ing over and over again, " You are going 
to break the Sabbath," — " You are going 
to break the Sabbath." The constant re- 
petition made her miserable, and she was 
glad to turn out of the high road into a 
bye-street to escape the sound ; but turn- 
ing into that street, she walked into the 
sound of the bells of another Church, and 
those bells seemed to her to be saying the 
same — ^ringing out the same reproof — till 
she could hardly bear it. She reached 
the fair, sold the few things she brought, 
and returned to her home. But she felt 
that she had done wickedly, and she was 
very unhappy, — so unhappy that she re- 
solved that on the following Sunday, come 
what may, she would go to Church. She 
went to Church on the io\VQ^^ra^%%^»2Ssss2^, 
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The Gospel she heard there was blessed 
to her soul. She became a regular attendr 
ant at the Church ; and God took care of 

her. Jane M is now a Christian and 

a Communicant. She soon found f riends^ 
and is much better provided for now than 
ever she was in her former godless and 
Sabbath -breaking life. 

My friends,— Learn from this true 
story. It is very sad to see how many 
shops are open, and how much traffic is 
carried on on Sunday mornings. Ta 
those who open their shops on the Sab- 
bath morning, I say, Kemember the Divine 
commandment, and close them; and, a& 

the Scripture-reader said to Jane M , 

Though you should have to make some 
sacrifice, God will take care of you. But 
I say to all, — BonH buy on the Sunday. 
The shops will soon close on Sunday 
mornings — and shopkeepers will bo glad 
to close them too — if people do not come 
^o buy. They who buy are as bad as they 
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who sell. The Sabbath was made for 
God*s glory, and for man's well-being. 
They who profane the Sabbath, do wrong 
to both Gk)d and man. Spend the Sab- 
bath, my friends, as it ought to be spent, 
in God's House. Come to Church, and in 
a little while you will have . a hundred 
times more pleasure in the services of the 
Church than you can find in any amount 
of self-indulgence and disregard of God. 
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II. 

ON THE DAY OF REST. 

" Sabbath " is the Hebrew word for rest. 
When St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews, says, " There remaineth a rest 
for the people of God," the passage might 
be translated, *' There remaineth a Sab- 
bath — or a keeping of Sabbath — for the 
people of Grod.'* 

The Sabbath — the day of rest — is one 
of those manifold blessings which we owe 
to the Bible. Everyone must feel the day 
of rest to be a blessing. It is needful for 
us. We should soon break down, any of 
us, with no cessation from toil. How re- 
freshing, after six days' labour, to have 
one day of rest, when we may lay aside 
the world's business, and, to some extent, 
the world's cares I Only they who rightly 
i/se the Sabhath, and who consecrate its 
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hours to the worship of Grod, know what a 
blessing it is. To them it is the ** pearl 
of days." But all must feel the Sabbath 
to be a blessing; and, remember, mjr 
friends, without the Bible there would 
have been no Sabbath. The ancient 
Pagans had no Sabbath. All the wisdom 
of Grreece did not originate this ; and all 
the power of Eome did not give it. If 
men did but think of the blessings which 
they owe to the Bible, they would cier- 
tainly love the Bible more. 

It is among the strangest and saddest 
signs of our time, that in this Christian 
England there should be a society which 
has for its proposed object the desecration 
of the Sabbath — a society called " The 
Anti- Sunday League." Working people 
have hardly a worse enemy than such a 
society ; they should watch with extreme 
jealousy those who would deprive them of 
so inestimable a privilege and blessing as 
their dav of rest. 
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The observance of the Sabbath is some- 
times opposed on this ground : it is 
argued, '* The Sabbath was a Jewish in- 
stitution. It was first given to the Jews, 
and was intended to pass away with the 
Jewish dispensation/* 

But we deny that the Sabbath was 
simply a Jewish institution. It was before 
Moses; and the Lord Jesus Christ en- 
joined its observance. The Sabbath dates 
from the creation of the world ; and before 
the Commandments were given from 
Sinai there is repeated alhision, on the 
sacred page, to its observance. Thus, in 
the book of Genesis, the second chapter 
and the third verse, it is said, " And God 
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it ; 
because that in it He had rested from all 
His work." 

And corresponding with this, it is said 
in the fourth chapter of the same book, 
" In process of time it came to pass " that 
Cain and Abel came to sacrifice unto the 
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Lord. The Hebrew translated " process 
of time " is literally " at the end of the 
days '' — that is, " at the end of the six 
days, or on the Sabbath day." But a 
more striking illustration of the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath before the giving of 
the Law from Mount Sinai, is that in the 
narrative of the giving of the manna in 
the wilderness. In the Book of Exodus, 
1 6th chapter, 22nd and 23rd verses, it is 
said, " And it came to pass that on the 
sixth day they gathered twice as much 
manna ; and they came and told Moses. 
And he said unto them. This is that 
which the Lord hath said, to-morrow is 
the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord." While it has been remarked, that 
the form in which the commandment was 
given from Sinai, implied the prior obser- 
vance of the Sabbath — ^^Bemember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." " Re- 
member," — ^reminding the Jews of this 
solemn obligation and duty* 

2 
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The Sabbath, we say, was before 
Moses ; and the Lord Jesus Christ enjoined 
its observance. He in nowise destroyed 
the law. He summed up the law in the 
two-fold commandment, " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbour as thyself." This summing 
up of the ten commandments involves the 
keeping holy of the Sabbath. For if we 
love God with all our heart, we shall not 
feel it too much to set apart one day in 
seven for His worship ; and if we love our 
neighbour as ourself, we shall take care, 
as far as m us lies, that he enjoys his day 
of rest. " The Sabbath," said the Saviour, 
** was made for man ; " it was made, not 
by man, but for man, and made and 
appointed by God ; and made, too, not for 
the Jews only, but for man, for Jews and 
Gentiles — ^f or man throughout the world. 

It is clear, then, from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that the Sabbath is not to be re- 
£^arAed, simply as a Jewish institution; 
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and the commandment is as binding upon 
us as it was upon the Jews, — " Kemember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy." 

Enjoy, then, your day of rest. Abstain 
from toil — close your shops — on the 
Sabbath day. Be sure that nothing is 
ever gained by sinning against God. It is 
often enough said, " Our business compels 
us to open our shops on the Sabbath day; 
we are sorry for it, but we cannot help 
it." My friends, obey God, and trust in 
Him, — 

" Make you His service your delight, 
He'll make your wants His care." 

The great and good Sir Matthew Hale 
wrote as follows : — 

'* Though my hands and my mind have been as full 
of secular business, both before and after I was judge, 
as, it may be, any man's in England, yet I never 
wanted time in six days to ripen and fit myself for 
the business and employments I had to do, though 
I borrowed not one minute from the Lord's day to 
prepare for it, by study or otherwise. But, on the 
other hand, if I had at any time bottQ^^4 ^^sas^*^^>sb 
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" Sabbath " is the Hebrew word for rest. 
When St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
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The observance of the Sabbath is some- 
times opposed on this ground : it is 
argued, '* The Sabbath was a Jewish in- 
stitution. It was first given to the Jews, 
and was intended to pass away with the 
Jewish dispensation." 

But we deny that the Sabbath was 
simply a Jewish institution. It was before 
Moses; and the Lord Jesus Christ en- 
joined its observance. The Sabbath dates 
from the creation of the world ; and before 
the Commandments were given from 
Sinai there is repeated alhision, on the 
sacred page, to its observance. Thus, in 
the book of Genesis, the second chapter 
and the third verse, it is said, " And God 
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it ; 
because that in it He had rested from all 
His work." 

And corresponding with this, it is said 
in the fourth chapter of the same book, 
" In process of time it came to pass " that 
Cam and Abel came to sacrifice unto the 
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Lord. The Hebrew translated " process 
of time " is literally " at tlie end of the 
days " — that is, " at the end of the six 
days, or on the Sabbath day." But a 
more striking illustration of the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath before the giving of 
the Law from Mount Sinai, is that in the 
narrative of the giving of the manna in 
the wilderness. In the Book of Exodus, 
16th chapter, 22nd and 23rd verses, it is 
said, " And it came to pass that on the 
sixth day they gathered twice as much 
manna ; and they came and told Moses. 
And he said unto them. This is that 
which the Lord hath said, to-morrow is 
the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord." While it has been remarked, that 
the form in which the commandment was 
given from Sinai, implied the prior obser- 
vance of the Sabbath— "BememS^'r the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." " Re- 
member," — reminding the Jews of this 
solemn obligation and duty. 
2 



18 On the Day of Best. 

The Sabbath, we say, was before 
Moses ; and the Lord Jems Christ enjoined 
its observance. He in nowise destroyed 
the law. He summed up the law in the 
two-fold commandment, " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbour as thyself." This summing 
up of the ten commandments involves the 
keeping holy of the Sabbath. For if we 
love God with all our heart, we shall not 
feel it too much to set apart one day in 
seven for His worship ; and if we love our 
neighbour as ourself, we shall take care, 
as far as m us lies, that he enjoys his day 
of rest. " The Sabbath," said the Saviour, 
*^ was made for man ; " it was made, not 
by man, but for man, and made and 
appointed by God ; and made, too, not for 
the Jews only, but for man^ for Jews and 
Gentiles — ^f or man throughout the world. 

It is clear, then, from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that the Sabbath is not to be re- 
£'arded simply as a Jewish institution; 
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and the commandment is as binding upon 
us as it was upon the Jews, — *^ Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy." 

Enjoy, then, your day of rest. Abstain 
from toil — close your shops — on the 
Sabbath day. Be sure that nothing is 
ever gained by sinning against God. It is 
often enough said, " Our business compels 
us to open our shops on the Sabbath day; 
we are sorry for it, but we cannot help 
it." My friends, obey God, and trust in 
Him, — 

" Make you His service your delight, 
He'll make your wants His care." 

The great and good Sir Matthew Hale 
wrote as follows : — 

'' Though my hands and my mind have been as full 
of secular business, both before and after I was judge, 
as, it may be, any man's in England, yet I never 
wanted time in six days to ripen and fit myself for 
the business and employments I had to do, though 
I borrowed not one minute from the Lord's day to 
prepare for it, by study or otherwise. Bat, on the 
other hand, if I had at any time borro^^^ is^^^oL^'^K^ 
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give Thy Holy Spirit to the most wicked 
man in the church, if only he would ask 
for it ; and I have come to ask." With 
many tears, and with broken utterance, 
he prayed this prayer ; and long after he 
had uttered it he remained on his knees, 
thinking of his past life, and feeling like 
the publican, of whom the Lord Jesus has 
told us, who hardly dared lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but cried, " Grod be merciful to 
mo a sinner," 

As we think of " Swearing Tom " 
kneeling there— alone, unseen of men— 
we almost see the angels of God, hovering 
on bright wings, filKng the little chamber, 
and rejoicing with a joy unspeakable over 
the penitent sinner, while they say, " Be- 
hold, he prays." 

And Grod answered his prayers. From 

that day he was a changed man. And he 

loved to pray. The people of the town 

actually changed his name; instead of 

calling him " Swearing Tom," he got to 

1^0 Jrnoffrn as ^'Praying Tom." 
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The change was manifest to all. As 
once he had been a ringleader in wicked- 
ness, he now became remarkable for his 
godly, earnest life. The public-house lost 
all its attractions for him. And he felt 
what the people of God express in the 
familiar hymn, when they sing of their 
Church : — 

" I have been there, and still will go, 
'Tis like a little heaven below." 

He was rarely missing from his place 
in the church. A shower of rain wouldn't 
keep him at home. And even his Sunday 
dinner wouldn't cause him to give up the 
Sunday morning service. He vras a poor, 
ignorant man, but he tried to do all the 
good he could among his friends and 
neighbours. Having leisure, he placed it 
at the disposal of the clergyman. He 
distributed tracts, visited the sick and 
afflicted, and made himself useful in 
various ways. And everybody could s.e.^ 
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that being '*^iii Christ," he had become 
a Dew creature; old things had passed 
away, and, all things had become new. 

Thirty years rolled away before Dr. 
Marsh knew of this fruit of his sermon on 
that Sunday afternoon; and then Tom 
went into the vestry of the church at 
Beckenham, and told the good Doctor the 
story of his life. 

Some time after. Dr. Marsh was enter- 
ing Exeter Hall. A stranger stopped 
him ; " Are you Dr. Marsh ? " '' Yes," 
he replied. " Oh, dear sir," said the 
stranger, and there were tears upon his 
cheek, ** Pardon my stopping you, but 
I just want to say that ' Praying Tom,' of 
Basingstoke is now ^ Praising Tom ' in 
Heaven ! " And the stranger went on 
his way. 
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IV. 

" A TREE KNOWN BY ITS FRUITS." 

Some time since — before Preaching in the 
Parks was forbidden, — a group of people 
were gathered around a speaker who was 
standing on one of the benches in the 
Eegent's Park. The speaker was not a 
preacher of the Gospel, but he was an 
Infidel lecturer. And he was trying to 
show that there is nothing in Christianity, 
that it is no better than a " a cunningly- 
devised fable," or hardly that. And among 
other things he said — " Only this afternoon 
I stood beside the death-bed of an Infidel 
Friend of mine. I saw him die. And I 
assure you, ladies and gentlemen, on my 
word, that he was perfectly happy." 

The lecturer finished his address, and 
the little company, not much edified, were 
about to separate, when an intelli^evA.- 
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looking working-man — in fustian jacket, 
but respectable and clean — ^jumped upon 
the bench where the lecturer had been 
standing. "Stay!" he cried, *^with the 
gentleman's permission who has been 
speaking to us, I should like to say a few 
words before you go away." The lecturer 
gave his permission. 

" The gentleman," he went on to say, 
"has just told us that he has come this 
afternoon from the death-bed of a Friend 
of his who had died an Infidel, and he died 
perfectly happy. Now that is a strange 
statement ; but he has assured us of this 
on the word of a gentleman, and we are 
bound to believe him ; — but I know this, 
that if he died perfectly happy, he must 
have lived perfectly miserable." 

" What do you mean ? " exclaimed the 
lecturer, surprised, and a little indignant. 

" I will tell you," he said. " It stands 

to reason ; I am not ashamed to say before 

j^ou all that I am a Christian ; and, being a 
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Christian, I hope I have a happy and 
thankful spirit- Now look at my case : I 
love my home — I cannot bear to leave it. 
When at work, throughout the day the 
thought of my home is like a cordial to my 
heart. Now, suppose I were about to die, 
and suppose I were an Infidel, I could not 
be perfectly happy — I should be perfectly 
miserable — at the thought of leaving my 
home for ever, to go I did not know where, 
or to go no-where. Again," he continued. 
^^ I have a wife and little children. They 
depend on me. I cannot tell you how dear 
they are. I am never so happy as when I 
am with them. My wife does all she can 
to promote my comfort. And when I 
return at the close of my day's labour, the 
sound of the little feet and the glad voices 
of my children running to meet me, is the 
sweetest music of my life. Now suppose 
I were about to die, and suppose I were 
an Infidel — that is, suppose I were about 
to depart for ever from my toife and cKildx^^:^ 



32 A Tree hiovrn hj its Fruits. 

to go I did not know ichere, or to go no^ 
where^ — I could not be perfectly happy ; I 
should be perfectly miserable. Only one 
thing," he went on to say, " coold make 
me happy in the prospect of death, and 
that is — ^my trust in Christ. Trusting in 
Him, I know that if He called me away 
from my home here, I should find a better 
Home with Him. And though separated 
for awhile from those whom I love here, I 
should hope to meet them again where we 
should part no more for ever. So it is 
most clear to me that if the Infidel Friend 
of this gentleman was perfectly happy in 
his death, he must have been perfectly 
miserable in his life. And I appeal to you 
as to wise men, judge ye what I say ! '* 

The Infidel-lecturer went up to the 
speaker : he shook hands with him, and 
thanked him ; and, saying that he hoped 
he should meet him at some future time> 
went his way. The impression of the little 
company who had been witnesses of the 
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scene, certainly was that tlie Christian 
working-man had the best of it. 

" A Tree/' said the Lord Jesus, " is 
known by its fruits." Infidelity is like the 
upas-tree : nothing will grow beneath its 
branches; nothing can flourish in its 
neighbourhood ; it deals only death to all 
who breathe its poison. But Christianity 
is the Tree of Life, " whose leaves are for 
the healing of the nations." 

I happen to know something of two 
places of public assembly in the West of 
London. They are quite near together : 
and they are a contrast. One of them is 
an Infidel lecture-hall, the other is a com- 
paratively small Church. Each has its 
congregation. If one enters the Infidel 
lecture-hall, he hears much about philan- 
thropy, and the rights of man ; and there 
is a good deal of talk besides, all through 
which one leading principle runs, which 
is, — ^resistance to authority, whether of 
God or man. But with aU the ^eo^^a^^^^ 
3 
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meet there, I do not find that they make 
any effort for the improvement and welfare 
of the district in which they meet. They 
make no endeavour to gather in the little 
children who are running wild and ragged 
and dirty in the streets. You seldom see 
any of them beside the bed of a sick neigh- 
bour. One hears nothing of their works 
of charity. All this is left to the little con- 
gregation of Christians in the neighbouring 
Church. They are found teaching the 
children, and visiting the sick, and com- 
forting the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction. If one be in any trouble in the 
district, it is a remarkable fact, that they 
never think of going to the Infidel lecture- 
hall for help ; their thoughts turn naturally 
to the people of God, the followers of Him 
— the Lord Jesus Christ — who proclaimed 
himself the Friend of all, and " who went 
about doing good." 

If Christianity and Infidelity be " judged 
bjr their fruits,^' I do not know how any 
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can hesitate for a moment to pronounce in 
favour of Christianity. Like Christ him- 
self, it appeals to the world, ** The works 
that I do bear witness of me that the Father 
hath sent me." 



\ 



36 Napoleon Bonaparte's Testimony. 



Y. 

KAPOLBON BONAPARTE'S TESTIMONY. 

It is related of the great Napoleon 
Bonaparte, that after the Battle of Water- 
loo, upon his arrival in Paris, he shut 
himself up in a room in the Tuileries, and 
for hours sat alone, refusing to see any- 
one. At length, some of his friends ven- 
tured to send in a boy — a favourite page 
of the Emperor — with a cup of coffee. 
The boy approached, "Drink, sire," he 
said, extending the tray. Napoleon 
started. He looked at the boy for a 
moment. "Ah," he said, "You come 
from Gonesse, do you not?'* "No,'* 
answered the boy, "I am a native of 
Pierrefitte, where my parents still live." 
"And where," said the Emperor, "I 
suppose they have a cottage and a strip 
of land? " ^' Yes, sire," returned the boy. 
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Napoleon sighed. " Ah/' he said, •* there 
is happiness.'* 

Napoleon Bonaparte bore the same 
testimony as King Solomon bore, many- 
centuries before. He had sought his 
portion in the world. He had consecrated 
his intellect, his time, his very soul, to a 
vain pursuit of power. And he said, " AH 
is vanity and vexation of spirit." 

But he bore a more important testimony 
than that. While on the one hand, he 
proved the vanity of the world, he paid a 
noble tribute to the religion of Jesus 
Christ. When a prisoner at St. Helena, 
he uttered many wise and weighty say- 
ings, which have been carefully preserved, 
and which certainly are worth preserving. 
Naturally — after the vicissitudes through 
which he ha^d passed, and the disappoint- 
ments which he had known — ^his thoughts 
often turned to the great fact of Christ- 
ianity; and his testimony is for many 
reasons a remarkable one. 
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To his friend and companion in exile, 
Count Montholon,hesaid,"I know men,and 
I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a man. 
The religion of Christ is a mystery which 
subsists by its own force, and proceeds 
from a mind which is not a human mind. 
We find in it a marked individuality, 
which originated a train of words and 
maxims unknown before. Jesus Christ 
borrowed nothing from our knowledge. 
He exhibited Himself the perfect example 
of His precepts. He is not a philosopher ; 
for His proofs are miracles, and from the 
first His disciples adored Him. Learning 
and philosophy are of no use to salvation ; 
and Jesus came into the world to reveal 
the mysteries of heaven, and the laws of 
the Spirit. 

"Alexander, CaBsar, Charlemagne, and 

myself, have founded empires ; but upon 

what did we rest the creation of our 

genius ? Upon force. Jesus Christ alone 

founded his empire upon love, and at this 

iour xniUions of men would die ioT TSmi. 
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" I die before my time, and my body 
will be given back to earth to become food 
for worms. Such is the fate of him who 
has been called the great Kapoleon. What 
an abyss between my deep misery, and the 
Eternal Kingdom of Christ, which is pro- 
claimed, loved, and adored, and which is 
extending over the whole earth ! " 

Such was the testimony of Napoleon 
Bonaparte not long before he died. It is 
one which ought not to pass unheeded. 

Whatever opinion may be held of the 
moral character of the great Emperor, 
there can be no doubt of his extraordinary 
intellectual power; while his varied ex- 
perience gives additional weight to his 
testimony. He could say with an authority 
which few possess — " I know men." 

Two objections are frequently made 
when the claims of Christianity are 
urged : — 

I. Ignoble and interested motives are 
imputed to the recognised teachers q£ 
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Christianity. It is said, " They are paid 
to teach these things.'* Now, it is quite 
certain that if any Christian labourer- 
whether preacher, or teacher, or visitor — 
were content with doing simply what they 
are paid to do, their work would be of 
little value, in the sight of either God or 
man. But this testimony of the great 
Napoleon, at all events, must be accepted 
as impartial and disinterested* It is not 
easy to see how any can dispute that 
thorough conviction alone made him tes- 
tify to the divinity of the Lord Jesus, 
and to the beneficence and the increase of 
the Saviour's empire. 

II. The other objection which is often 
made is, " Christianity is all very well 
for the weak and aged ; for women and 
little children ; it hardly commends itself 
to men." 

But it did commend itself — to the judg- 
ment, at least — of this man. Napoleon 
Bonaparte, with whom it was no boast to 
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say, "Alexander, CaBsar, Charlemagne, 
and myself, have founded empires." It is 
one of the glories of Christianity, that it is 
well for the weak and aged. What would 
they do without it ? It holds out a strong 
and loving hand to those who want it 
most. It brings a balm for every wound. 
And the feeblest and the youngest find a 
friend in Him, who sends none who are in 
need " empty away." But while this is 
so, it teaches man that there is nothing so 
worthy of him as to recognise and act 
upon the great truth that his " chief end 
is to glorify God." Godliness is true man- 
liness. There is nothing manly in yielding 
to Satan and sin. The noblest, truest man 
that ever trod this earth was the God-man, 
Christ Jesus. 

Napoleon's description of the Saviour's 
empire is as beautiful as it is true. That 
empire is founded upon love ; and millions 
of men would die for Christ ; it spreads 
throughout the earth. My friends^ be sjai^- 
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jects of this empire. Submit yourselves 
to Him who died to save you. Give Him 
your heart. Be a Chris fcian. Learn to 
say:— 

" Eeign Thou sole monarch of my heart, 
Without a rival reign." 

The fashion of this world passeth away. 
How mournful was that cry recently* heard 
amid the burning ruins of Paris — "Be- 
hold the work of a people who know not 
God ! " But the day hastens when all 
earthly kingdoms shall perish. Like the 
Tuileries, and the Hotel de Ville, Holy 
Scripture tells us, " the earth and all 
things that are therein shall be burnt up.'* 
But the empire of Christ will still endure 
— the New Jerusalem, descending out of 
Heaven from God, having the glory of 
God. 

Saviour, if of Zion's city I through grace a 
member am, 

Let the world deride or pity, I will glory in Thy 
name; 

* Written in a.t>., 1812. 
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Pading is the worldling's pleasure, all his 
boasted pomp and show, 

Solid joy and lasting treasure none but Zion's 
children know." 
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VI. 

" DID CHEIST EISE FROM THE DEAD f " 

A MULTITUDE wliicli no man can number 
have lived and died in the belief that 
Christ did rise from the dead; and so 
firmly is this believed, that what Napoleon 
Bonaparte, at St. Helena, said of the Lord 
Jesus, was the fact, and is still the fact, 
" At this hour millions of men would die 
for Him." But if this be so, and if Christ 
did rise from the dead, much surely follows 
from that which we ought very seriously 
and thoughtfully to lay to heart. 

It is related of an eminent man, who was 
at once a great scholar and a great Infidel, 
that he was requested to write a book 
antagonistic to Christianity. He consented, 
and chose for the subject of his book, 
*'The Resurrection of Christ." That 
seemed to him so unworthy of belief, that 
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lie thought it would be easy to expose its 
falsehood. He set about the task ; but as 
he read, and thought, and inquired into 
the matter, the evidence of the fact of the 
Blessed Saviour's resurrection so grew 
upon him that he could not resist it. He 
renounced his infidelity, and became a 
believer in Christ. His book appeared; but 
instead of being against, it was for Chris- 
tianity ; and, like St. Paul, he declared his 
conviction, " But now is Christ risen from 
the dead." 

I want, my friends, in as few words as 
possible, to show the reasonableness and 
truth of the doctrine of the Saviour's re- 
surrection. That Jesus of Nazareth died 
at Calvary, that His body was laid in the 
sepulchre of Joseph of Arimathea, and 
that on the morning of the third day the 
body had disappeared, — are facts which 
are admitted by Jew and Gentile, by friend 
and foe alike. 

But the disappearance of the body ov^^ 
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the morning of the third day, how shall 
that be accounted for ? It has been ac- 
counted for in two ways : 

1. When the Eoman guard, finding the 
body gone, went to the Chief Priests of the 
Jews and informed them of the disappear- 
ance, the Chief Priests told the soldiers, 
*^ Say ye, His disciples came by night, and 
stole him away while we slept." '' And," 
says the historian, "this saying is com- 
monly reported among the Jews until this 
day." 

Now, you can tell a wax figure from a 
living person by simply looking at it : you 
can tell a bad coin from a good one by 
ringing it. So, with a little scrutiny, you 
may often tell falsehood from truth : and this 
statement by the Saviour's foes has the 
look and ring of falsehood. And for the 
following reasons: (1) It was death for 
the Roman soldier to sleep when on guard ; 
(2) If one slept, it cannot be believed that 
a// of ihem 8le^t\ (3) If all slept, it would 



Did Christ rise from the Dead ? 47 

be surely impossible for the disciples to roll 
away the stone, and remove the body, 
without disturbing one of them ; and (4) 
If all slept, what is the worth of their 
statement ? How could they know that 
the disciples stole away the body ? They 
were asleep, they said. Then, for all they 
knew to the contrary, the Lord Jesus 
might have risen from the dead while they 
slept. 

The statement of the Saviour's adver- 
saries, therefore, may be dismissed at once. 

2. On the other hand. Christians as- 
serted that He had arisen the Conqueror 
of death — *^ having loosed," says the 
Apostle, *• the bonds of death, because it 
was not possible that he should be hold en 
of it." 

What proof have we of this ? "We have 
many proofs ; but consider only one — the 
unanimous and constant witness of the 
Apostles to this fact. After the Saviour's 
ascension to Heaven, the Apostles — all <^t 
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them — ^preached this constantly and every- 
where. 

Now, one of three things is certain : 
These Apostles, witnessing to the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, were themselves deceived, 
or they were trying to deceive others, or 
their witness to the resurrection of Christ 
was true and faithful. 

But they could not have been themselves 
deceived. Why not? Because, for six 
weeks after his resurrection, they declared 
that they had associated with Him, — ^had 
walked with Him, conversed with Him, sat 
down and ate with Him. St. Paul declares 
that He was seen by above 500 witnesses 
at once, of whom the greater part were 
alive at the time that he was writing. In 
the case of one or two, deception might be 
possible ; but here were twelve men bear- 
ing the same unshaken testimony. They 
could not have been deceived. 

Nor could they have any motive for wish- 
m^ io deceive others. Men are hypocrites 
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— seek to impose on others — only when 
there is something to gain by it. But, so 
far as this world is concerned, the Apostles 
gained nothing by their asserting the re- 
surrection of Christ. They were poor, 
they were hated and scorned, they were 
imprisoned, they were put to the torture 
and to death ; and cheerfully they bore all, 
rather than be false to their conscience and 
to their Saviour. 

The Apostles were neither deceived nor 
deceivers; they preached, therefore, the 
truth, and that truth was, " The Loed is 

EISEN INDEED." 

My friends, lay this truth to heart. If 
the Lord Jesus Christ has risen from the 
dead, trust in Him for guidance and sal- 
vation. You have His words in the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament. Eead them, 
and remember, while you read, " they are 
the words of Him who rose from the 
dead ; " and you may build for time and for 
eternity upon His words as uijon. ^ ^^^ 
4 
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Especially remember those words of His — 
the Gospel which the Blessed Saviour 
preached — " God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." Therefore, be- 
lieve in Christ. If you do not believe in 
Hito, you will perish. Believe in Him, and 
you will rise to everlasting life. 

Then, as Christ said of Himself, " The 
third day I will rise again," and as He ful- 
filled that word and rose again, He has 
said of us, " All that are in the grave shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
shall come forth; " and He vrill fulfil that 
word too. 

May God give us this confidence, in life 
and in death, and prepare us all for a joyful 
resurrection ! 
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VII. 

"NONE BUT CHRIST." 

*' "What must I do to be saved ? " There 
is no more important question than this 
for us all. " A sinner — ^what must I do 
to be saved from sin, and from the wrath 
of Almighty Grod ? In view of death, 
which may come upon me on any day, at 
any hour, what must I do to be saved ? 
In view of eternity, about which such 
awful things are told us in the Word of 
God, what must I do to be saved ? '* 

My friends, I want in a few words to 
answer this question. And in order to do 
this, let me ask you to consider with me 
the fact recorded in the Grospels of the 
penitent malefactor on the cross, who 
cried to the Lord Jesus to save him, and 
who was saved in answer to his prayer. 
See St. Luke xxiii. 39—^44. 
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The narrative of that saved sinner is 
very remarkable. It illustrates, in a won- 
derful manner, salvation. 

Seeking salvation, people are constantly 
in danger of seeking it from a wrong 
source. There is nothing about which so 
many mistakes are made. Various are 
the ways by which men think to travel to 
heaven, but there is only one way. Christ 
has said, " I am the way ; " and the narra-r 
tive of the penitent malefactor shows, in a 
very impressive manner that. 

See here, first, the blessed Saviour* s 
power to save. The dying malefactor was 
a sinner of no ordinary character. He 
was a felon, robber, and perhaps a mur- 
derer ; in being put to death, he confessed 
that he did but receive " the due reward 
of his crimes." And while this man was 
such a sinner, he had but few hours to 
live. Yet the Saviour was mighty to save 
him ; and save him when He Himself, the 
Saviour, waa dying ! If at any time tho 
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Saviour was apparently powerless, it was 
then. His enemies thought they had pre- 
vailed. " Himself He cannot save," they 
said ; and He was suffering, and thirst- 
ing, and dying. Yet even then — oh, won- 
derful, glorious truth! — He was able to 
save such a sinner. 

Now, observe, my brethren, what 
availed to this man's salvation. What 
availed to his salvation will avail to yours 
and mine ; and nothing else will avail. 

The intercession of others did not save 
him. I wonder what the Romanists would 
say to this. They teach that we should 
seek the intercession of holy angels and 
departed saints — ^and above all, of Mary, 
the mother of the Lord Jesus. But there 
was Mary (for ever blessed among women) 
near the Cross, and this dying sinner 
might have been sure that she could have 
heard him had he called to her (which is 
more than the Romanists can be sure of), 
but he did not cry to her for salvation, but 
to Christ — and that^a^ eacyoi^* 



54 None hut Christ. 

The Sacraments did not save Him. We 
do not undervalue the sacraments, Holy- 
Baptism and the Holy Communion. They 
were commanded by Christ Himself, and 
they are means of grace to our souls. But 
this penitent and dying sinner upon the 
cross had neither been baptised, nor had 
he enjoyed the privilege of the Holy 
Communion ; yet he was saved. 

Nor did Greeds save him. We would no 
more undervalue a pure scriptural creed 
than we would the Sacraments of the 
Church. It is all-important to hold fast 
*^ the form of sound words." But the mere 
repetition of creeds will not do. This 
penitent malefactor had, probably, very 
little acquaintance with the Scriptures — 
still he was saved. 

He was not saved by his righteousness. 

He had no merits of his own ; no " good 

living " to plead. His life was stained 

with crime. He had abandoned himself 

recklessly to sin, till his sin brought him 
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to an ignominious and violent end. What 
could there be in his life entitling him to 
G-od's favour, and to heaven ? 

Nor was he saved by his own wisdom^ or 
by his own strength. He was helpless, 
dying; so helpless that he could do no 
more than turn his eyes to the suflFering 
Saviour beside him, and pray, " Lord, re- 
member me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom.'* Yet, weak and helpless as he 
was, he was saved. 

Now, there are some who are trusting 
for salvation in the intercession of de- 
parted saints, or of angels, or of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. Others trust for salva- 
tion in the Sacraments. Others in creeds. 
Others in their own righteousness, or in 
their own wisdom, or in their own 
strength. Look at this glorious example 
of a saved sinner in the narrative of the 
penitent thief ; and you will see that they 
are all wrong, and that there is salvation 
ONLY IN Christ, whom God hath highly 
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exalted to be "a Prince and a Saviour J* 
One of England's martyrs, John Lambert 
by name, was bound to the stake. They 
piled the faggots, lighted the brand ; and 
as the flames rose around him, he lifted 
his eyes to heaven, and shouted, with what 
strength he had, " None but Christ ! none 
but Christ ! " And he continued to shout, 
" None but Christ ! " till his voice was lost 
in death. This is the all-essential truth. 
For the salvation of our soul — " None but 
Christ." 

There are many other striking lessons 
to be gathered from the narrative of the 
penitent malefactor on the cross. See 
how it cuts across the Roman Catholic 
doctrine of purgatory. That doctrine 
asserts that the soul on leaving the body 
is doomed for awhile, in order to its 
purification, to the flames of purgatory. 

" Confined to fast in fires, 
Till the foul crimes done in our days of nature 
Are burnt and purged away." 
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Hence "prayers for the dead." Tou 
would tliink that if any soul ever needed 
such purification, it must have been the 
soul of this dying malefactor, who had 
been an evil-doer up to the last. But 
Christ said nothing to him of purgatory. 
He said, " To-day shalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise." 

But the truth which we should lay to 
heart, as illustrated in this narrative, is 
that Salvation is found only in Christ. Oh, 
my friends, trust in Him, in health and in 
sickness, in life and in death I The narra- 
tive of this sinner, saved at the last, even 
in his dying hour, is full of encourage- 
ment to us all; yet it is not without 
warning. And an old writer has quaintly 
and forcibly said, " There is one such 
example in Holy Scripture, of a sinner 
saved in his dying hour, that none might 
despair ; but there is only one such 
example, that none might presume." 
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" Lo, the incarnate God ascended, 
Pleads the merit of His blood ; 
Venture on Him, venture wholly. 
Let no other trust intrude ; 

None but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good." 
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VIII. 

THE LAMB OF GOD, OR '* THE WAY HOME." 

Many years ago a family emigrated from 
England to America. They travelled to 
the far West, and built a cottage on the 
borders of a vast prairie. Beyond their 
cottage the prairie stretched away into the 
distance, pathless as the sea, far as the eye 
could reach. They had a little daughter 
whom they called Mary. Though a child 
she had learned to love her Father in 
Heaven, and trust in that unchanging 
Saviour, who said " SuflFer the little chil- 
dren to come unto Me." 

Mary was accustomed to go out to play, 
often quite alone, in the neighbourhood of 
the cottage. One afternoon she went out, 
and roamed so far away, that when she 
thought of returning, to her surprise and 
sorrow she found that she had lost sight of 
her father's cottage, and had no idea of the 
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way by which she should get back. The 
child was greatly alarmed, for the shadows 
of evening were falling, and it seemed to 
her that she must spend the night alone 
wandering about in the desolate prairie, 
and exposed to unknown dangers. But in 
her perplexity she thought of her Father 
in heaven, and how the Psalmist had said, 
" Whither shall I go from Thy spirit ? or 
whither shall I flee from Thy presence ? " 
and how the blessed Saviour had said, 
when he was forsaken by his friends, •*! 
am not alone because the Father is with 
me." So little Mary went down on her 
knees, and lifted up her heart to G-od, 
praying Him to bring her back in safety to 
her home. Her eyes were closed when she 
knelt in prayer. And when she opened 
them, she saw not very far off a lamb, 
skipping about hither and thither as if it 
would entice her to play. Child-like she 
forgot in a moment her trouble ; she dashed 
awajrher tears, and ran towards the lamb. 
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But as she ran after the lamb, it ran away. 
For some time the chase continued ; but 
the lamb was too fast for its little follower. 
And presently it bounded away out of 
sight over a grassy hillock. Up the hill 
went Mary, but the lamb was gone ! But 
looking round, to her inexpressible delight, 
she saw the blue smoke from her father's 
cottage curling among the trees. Grodhad 
answered her prayer, and the lamb had 
brought the lost child home. 

My friends. — Like this child we have 
gone astray. We have strayed from our 
Father's home. The prophet Isaiah says, 
" All we like sheep have gone astray, we 
have turned every one to his own way.'* 
But the Lord Jesus, God's dear Son, has 
come down from heaven to seek and to 
save us. He is " The Lamb of God ; " and 
if only we will look to Him and follow 
Him, He will bring us home. 

In Holy Scripture the Lord Jesus is 
often spoken of as " a Lamb." Job^xj^-^ij^sb 
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Baptist pointed to Him and said, " Be- 
hold the Lamb of God.^^ In the beautiful 
Liturgy of the Ohurcli of England, we call 
upon Him — 

" Lamb of God that takest away the 
sins of the world ; Grant us Thy peace. 

" Lamb of God tliat takest away the 
sins o£ the world; Have mercy upon us." 
And many of our hymns speak of the Lord 
Jesus in the same way, as does that well- 
known hymn — 

'^ Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come.^' 

Christ is the Lamb of God— because of His 
lamb-like character, who was " meek and 
lowly in heart," and " holy, harmless, and 
undefiled ; " but especially because He has 
been oflFered to God a sacrifice for our sins. 
Take your Bibles and turn first to the 
12th chapter of Exodus, and you read 
'^Israel shall take a lamb and kill it ; and 
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shall take the blood, and strike it on the 
posts of the houses. And this blood shall 
be for a token upon the houses, and when 
I see the blood the plague shall not be upon 
them to destroy when I smite the land of 
Egypt." This was called the Paschal 
Lamb, — the Lamb slain at the passover. 

Turn agan to the 29th chapter of Exodus, 
and you read—" Now this is that which 
thou shalt offer upon the altar ; two lambs 
of the first year, day by day continually. 
The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morn- 
ing, and the other in the evening. This 
shall be a continual burnt-offering through- 
out your generations, at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation before the 
Lord: where I will meet you, to speak 
there unto thee." Thus a lamb was slain 
and offered to God continually for the sins 
of the people. 

Christ, then, is the Lamb of God — our 
Paschal lamb — because His precious blood 
is the sign of our deliverance from a wQ^c^a 
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plague than that which fell upon Egypt, 
the plague of sin aid death ; and He is the 
Lamb, because like the lamb slain morning 
and evening in the temple. He has been 
offered to God, a propitiation for our sins. 
Trust in Him, my friends. He will 
bring you home, — home to your Heavenly 
Father's house. And safe at home, with 
all the redeemed in heaven, you wiU sing, 
" Thou art worthy. Lamb of God, for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood." 
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IX. 

PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD. 

A CLERGYMAN was Called, one Saturday 
evening, in great haste, to visit a man 
Kving in his parish, who had met with a 
bad accident, and who was said to be 
dying. He knew the man well; knew 
that he had been quite regardless of the 
services of the church and of the holy 
Sabbath day, and that he was a profane 
man and a drunkard. This was the more 
sad in the case of this man, as he had 
once been a boy in the Sunday school, 
and he had a pious wife, who prayed for 
him constantly, and endeavoured, but in 
vain, to prevail upon him to go with her 
to church. When the clergyman arrived 
at the house, he was told that the poor 
man, having received his week's wagea^ 
5 



66 Prepare to meet ihy God. 



had gone as usual to the public-house, 
and that staggering home in a state of in- 
toxication, he had been knocked down by 
a cab, when attempting to cross the 
road ; that his ribs had been broken, that 
he had sustained severe internal injuries, 
and that there was no hope of saving his 
life. 

Entering a wretchedly-furnished room, 
there, on a little bed close to the wall, lay 
the suffering man. The livid hue of 
death was upon his face, and blood still 
trickled from his mouth. The clergyman 
drew near the bed ; he spoke to the dying 
man of Jesus Christ, besought him to look 
to his Saviour, and make his peace with 
God. " Have you much pain ? " he asked. 
But there was no answer; the suflFerer 
was unable to speak, while ho pressed his 
hand upon his chest and laboured for 
breath. The minister felt there was no 
time to lose ; and he said, " I will not 
trouble jou to answer ; but I want you to 
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lift your heart to the Saviour, who has 
said, " Lobk unto me and be ye saved/' 
and " who is able to save to the utter- 
most." And then he went on to speak of 
the Saviour's mercy to the dying penitent 
upon the cross ; how he saved him even 
at the eleventh hour, and that " Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever." Still there was no response 
on the part of the dying man ; the face 
remained expressionless as before ; and 
then it became evident that not only was 
the faculty of speech gone, but the faculty 
of hearing was gone too. The sufferer had 
not heard a word which had been addressed 
to him. The clergyman's heart yearned 
for the salvation of the poor man, who lay 
helpless, broken, wounded, dying, there; 
and he resolved to make one more effort. 
He therefore took a slate, and wrote on it 
the words, " Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; " and held the slate 
before the eyes of the dying maiL. "B^c^^ 
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still in vain. Sight was gone. So far had 
death claimed his victim, that though the 
poor man continued to pant for breath, he 
could neither speak, nor hear, nor see. 
« Let us pray for him," said the minister 
to those who were standing near; and 
they then knelt beside the bed, and prayed 
that God, for Christ's sake, would stretch 
out His almighty hand, and pluck the 
soul of the poor sinner, as a brand from 
the burning. 

How constantly do the events of God's 
providence illustrate the solemn admoni- 
tion of His word, *' Prepare to meet thy 
God ! " 

One Sunday evening recently, while the 
hymn ^' Rock of ages, cleft for me " was 
being sung, I remarked particularly a 
man, who, with his wife, occasionally 
attended the church. He appeared to be 
singing with deep emotion the concluding 
verse of the hymn : — 
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" While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyes shall close in deaths— 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne — 
Eock of ages, cleft for mo, 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

As he united with the congregation in 
singing these solemn words, I could not 
but be struck with his manner. His eyes 
were shut, and his soul seemed absorbed 
in the words. Before the next Sunday 
evening he was in eternity. I was asked to 
visit him in the course of the week, and 
when I called I found him suffering from an 
attack of diphtheria, and evidently within 
a few hours of his death. Such occurrences 
are not uncommon ; and if preachers and 
hearers would but lay to heart the lessons 
which they teach, oh, with what earnest- 
ness should we both preach and hear ! — 

" As never sure to preach again, 
And as a dying man to dying men." 
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A lady living in a fashionable square in 
the West of London, liyed only for the 
world, and its frivolities and pleasures. 
She was suddenly stricken down, fell ill, 
and her friends were greatly alarmed. A 
physician was sent for ; after seeing her, 
he retired with her husband to an adjoin- 
ing room. " Well, doctor," said the hus- 
band, "tell me, what do you think of 
her ? " The doctor shook his head ; "I 
am sorry to say," he answered, " that I 
can give no hope whatever." They re- 
turned to the room where the sick lady 
was lying. She read in a moment the 
expression of her husband's face. " Oh 
doctor," she cried, "what have you been 
saying to my husband? -Have you told 
him that I must die ? " With great reluc- 
tance, the doctor answered, " I am very 
sorry, but I fear that I can hold out no 
hope." With a startling vehemence, she 
raised herself in bed, and threw out her 
arms; ''Oh doctor, doctor," she cried, 
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** you must not let me die ; you must let 
me live a little longer in this world, for I 
have made no preparation/* But death 
was stronger than the doctor, and very 
soon her soul was summoned to that world 
for which she said she had made ^*rio 
preparation." 

Oh, my friends, be wise and prepare 
to-day I Cast yourselves upon the mercy 
of God, through Jesus Christ, His dear 
Son. " Give yourselves to God," an old 
Jewish Rabbi said to his disciples, " one 
day before your death." But how can we 
do that," they answered, " when we do not 
know the day of our death?" "Then," 
he said, *^ be wise, and give yoursdves to 
God to-day, as you know not what a day 
may bring forth." 
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X. 

LOOKING UNTO JESUS, OB " THE WAY OF PEACE." 

A GOOD woman, named Martha W , 



living in one of the suburbs of London, 
was accustomed to spend an hour every 
Sunday afternoon with a sick neighbour. 
The sick person, though in the day of 
health she had been accustomed to attend 
regularly her Church, had yet never clearly 
apprehended the great truth of salvation 
by Christ alone. And during her long 
sickness, the question often agitated her, 
"What must I do to be saved?" One 

Sunday afternoon, Martha W called on 

her as usual, and found her much de- 
pressed. Martha said, " I was at Church 
this morning, and was greatly interested in 
what I heard. Shall I give you some ac- 
count of our Minister's sermon ? " The 
s/o^ woman said she should be very glad 
^o hear it. And then Mart\ia ■pTOce^Qi'^^ \— 
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" The text was in the 12th chapter of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the 2nd 
verse, * Looking unto Jesus/ The 
Minister said that those three words might 
be appropriately written on the title page 
of the Bible, for the Bible was all about 

* looking unto Jesus/ And he went on 
to speak of the narrative in the Book of 
Numbers, where we read that the Israelites 
because of their murmuring against God 
were bitten by fiery serpents and were 
dying. Moses prayed to God on their be- 
half. And God told him to make a serpent 
of brass and lift it up upon a tree. Moses 
did as God told him ; and when the Israel- 
ites lay suffering and dying around, Moses 
pointed with steadfast finger to the uplifted 
serpent, bidding them look to that ; and as 
they looked they were healed and lived. 
Then the Minister," continued Martha, 
" quoted the words of the Lord Jesus — 

* As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Mia.iL 
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be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.' And he went on to shew that all 
sinners, perishing because of their sin, 
must look, as the dying Israelites did, to 
the uplifted serpent, to the Lord Jesus 
Christ upon the cross. * And,' he said, 
* As Moses pointed with steadfast finger 
to the uplifted serpent, it is the work of 
every faithful preacher of the Gospel to 
point steadily and earnestly to the crucified 
Saviour, declaring that there is salvation 
in Him alone/ But one remark in the 
sermon," said Martha, " much impressed 
me ; it was this : * Looking unto Jesus,' is 
so simple a thing that the little child, or 
even the unlettered heathen could do it ; 
yet it is so glorious a thing that even a 
Milton or a St. Paul could do nothing 
better ; and while,' he said, * we can do this 
at any timej when we are weakest, on the 
bed of sickness, or even in the very hour 
of death, (tor the dying thief » on the cross. 
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could do this) it is the very best thing which 
we can do at any time, when we feel 
strongest, and full of health and hope/ 
And then he gave us one little story to 
illustrate the text, which I think you would 
like to hear," continued Martha. "A blind 
man was sitting on Waterloo Bridge, and 
he had his Bible on his knee, and feeling 
along the raised letters with his hand, he 
was reading aloud to the passers-by. But 
while reading, he stumbled in his reading, 
and lost his place. He was in the middle 
of the text, * Neither is there salvation in 
any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which they 
must be saved.' He read * Neither is 
there ,salvation in any other,' and then 
stopped and went back, and read the words 
again : but could not recover himself. It 
so happened that a gentleman was passing 
over the bridge whose mind had been much 
perplexed with the great fact of salvation. 
The blind man's difficulty arrested his 
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attention. He put an alms into the blind 
man's hand, and resolved when he got 
home, to turn to his Bible, and see what 
was the conclusion of the passage in the 
middle of which the blind man had stopped. 
He did so. And he found there the solu- 
tion of the problem which had perplexed 
him — that there was salvation in looking 
unto Him, who has said ^ LooJe unto me and 
be ye saveA! " 

The sick woman listened attentively to 
all that her visitor had been saying. After 
Martha had gone, she thought and prayed 
over it. And in answer to her prayer, 
God gave her His Holy Spirit, and made 
the truth clear to her. She looked unto 
Jesus, and found " the peace of Grod which 
passeth all understanding." 

My friends, look unto Jesus, in life and 

death. Keep the eye of faith fixed upon 

Him. And by and by faith shall be changed 

to si^ht, and we shall dwell with Him, 

whom not having seen, we have yet learned 

^ Jove. 
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Bishop Butler, the Author of "The 
Analogy of Religion/' was laid upon the 
bed of death. Great and wise man as he 
was, strange to say he was much troubled 
in spirit as the time of his departure drew 
near. A friend stood beside his bed — and 
the dying scholar spoke of his fears. " My 
Lord," said his friend, "you have for- 
gotten that Jesus Christ is a great Saviour." 
" No, I have not," replied the Bishop, 
"but how shall I know that He is a 
Saviour for me ? " His friend said, " be- 
cause it is written * Him that cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out.* " And then 
light shone in the face of the dying man, 
" Ah, true,** he said, " and though I have 
read that promise a thousand times, I 
never saw its meaning, and felt its power, 
as I do now. Thank you ! Thank you ! " 
he cried, pressing the hand of his friend, 
" and now, I can die in peace." He found 
peace where we must all seek it, in 
" Looking unto Jesus." 
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. "LOOKma UNTO JESUS." 

* 

^ ' , Jbsus, our only Saviour, 
^ tWe lift our hearts to Thee : 
We bless Thee for the message, 
•> * • . " Look, all men, unto me." 
Before Thy cross we're lying, 

Thy promise is our plea ; 
Por life, for peace, we're sighing, 
And look alone to Thee. 

Without Thee, Lord, we perish, 

"No righteousness have we ; 
Our wisdom is but folly. 

Our strength but vanity. 
Nor saint, nor holy angel. 

Can help out misery ; 
This is our blest Evangel, — 

Thou bid'st us look to Thee. 

When on our hearts the burden 

Of sin lies heavily — 
When clouds and darkness gather, 

And all is mystery. 
When heart and flesh are failing. 

Oh grant us then to see 
Thy love o'er all prevailing. 

And bid us look to Thee. 
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Thy saints of every nation, 

Of every time and place,. 
Ascribe to Tbee salvation; 

And sing Thy matchless grace. 
And all Thy saints in glory, 

From sin for ever free, 
Cast down their crowns before Thee, 

And look alone to Thee. 

All hail the glorious tidings. 
Wherever preached they be ! 

Lord Jesus, send Thy Spirit, 
And draw all men to Thee. 

And give them, gracious Saviour, « 
P?his blesded truth lo see ; 

All may firfd life for ever 
"By looking unto Thee. 



